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ATTENDANCE POLICY 

It is imperative that students maintain an excellent attendance record for their three years of middle school.  

Attendance and academic achievement are part of a student’s permanent record.  It is the parent’s/guardian’s 

responsibility to regularly monitor their child’s attendance.  A parent/guardian is required to notify the Attendance 

Office within 3 days after the student returns to school. 
 

To assist parents with their student’s attendance, parents will be notified by phone each day when their child has 

been absent from 1 or more classes. 

1. Students absent for 7 or more days FIRST or SECOND semester from an individual class may receive No 

Grade in lieu of a passing grade for the semester.  Students absent for more than the required attendance 

days in a semester that are failing will receive a failing grade for the semester.  Submitting a copy of 

professional documentation of an appointment would assist in the possibility of a student’s ability to 

avoid a No Grade situation. 

2. Students can appeal a NO GRADE for the semester by contacting the PCMS Principal (273-1200).  The 

deadline for filing an appeal for a No Grade is one week into the following semester.  The decision of the 

Attendance Appeal Committee is final. 

3. No Grades for the semester will not affect a student’s GPA; however, the student will have to repeat the 

required classes. 

GUIDELINES 

1. On the first day of the absence, a parent/guardian should telephone the Attendance Office giving the 

reason for the absence.  The only acceptable reasons for excused absences are: 

a. Personal or serious family illness 

b. Death in the family or funeral of a close friend 

c. Professional appointments 

d. Out-of-town trip which is arranged with the school in advance and which, in the judgment of the 

school and administration is justified. 

e. Bona fide religious holidays 

f. Absences cleared by an administrator 

In the case of truancies, teachers are not required to provide make-up work for those classes. 

2. After the seventh absence, a note from a Doctor is required to excuse the absence. 

3. It is the student’s responsibility to have absences excused promptly.  If absences are not cleared within 

three school days after the student returns to school, they will be considered truant. 

 

 



 

4. Every student must be in attendance in all classes to participate in any interscholastic activity or practice 

for that school day.  Professional appointments will be honored for an absence the day of a contest or 

activity. All professional appointment excuses must be accompanied by verified documentation.  All 

absences must be cleared by the athletic director or appropriate administrator for the student to be able 

to participate. 

5. Students who are tardy ten (10) minutes or more to a class will be charged with an absence for that 

period; however, late students must report to class after checking in at the office.   

6. Tardiness – Tardiness will be excused with professional documentation only.  Students have four (4) 

minutes between classes.  Students who are tardy face the following penalties; every three (3) tardies = 1 

lunch detention. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

According to Nevada Revised Statute 392.040, the parent, legal guardian, or other person, in the state of 

Nevada, having control or charge of any student shall be required to send the student to school during 

times that the public school is in session.  The Pershing County School District is responsible for 

maintaining an accurate attendance record for each student enrolled and for notifying the student, 

parent or legal guardian of absences, which may be cause for the student to lose credit or to be placed 

in an alternative environment.  

Nevada Revised Statute 392.130 states, “Any student shall be deemed truant who shall have been 

absent from school without a valid excuse.” In accordance with this statute, the appropriate school 

administrator shall require from the parent of each child who has been absent from school or from class 

for any reason a written statement or verbal communication of the cause of absences.  School 

authorities reserve the right to verify such statements and to investigate the cause of each absence.  A 

truancy write-up reflects that legal proceedings have begun. 

According to Nevada Revised Statute 392.140, “Any child shall be declared habitual truant who shall 

have been deemed truant three or more times within the school year.” 

Educational neglect occurs when a student is missing school on a regular basis and the absences are 

affecting the student’s performance in school.  The parent is aware the student is missing school but is 

not forcing the student to attend or may even be keeping the student home for personal reasons and 

may be writing notes to excuse the absences for the student.  State law only allows for a student to be 

absent from school if he/she is physically or mentally unable to attend. 

A school administrator must report to appropriate authorities, infractions of law regarding student 

attendance.  Habitual truants and habitual excused absences will be reported to the Pershing County 

Juvenile Justice Department, and parents/guardians who aid and abet truancy may be reported to the 

Pershing County Sheriff Department/District Attorney. 

 


